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Palaeo-Asiatic ethnic group. They are nomadic deer-breeders
who migrate into the Tundra with their herds during the
summer, and fish both in the rivers and in the sea. Many of
them seek out the mammoth-tusks which are found in the
Tundra, and trade the ivory. The herds of reindeer often
number many thousands of animals, some white, some dark,
and others of a mixed breed. Usually only one or two hundred
are domesticated. The Yukagirs ride on these animals and
use them for drawing their sledges. The weaker, smaller, and
fatter reindeer are generally kept for breeding and for slaughter.
The young deer are born in May, and the period during which
they are trained as draught animals varies from a year to
eighteen months.
During the summer the -native camps are to be seen among
the trees in the wooded Tundra zone. The tents consist of
the usual framework of poles with reindeer skins stretched
over them, a hole being left in the top of the tent to serve as
a chimney. Early in the morning the men round up the deer
with the aid of lassoes. None of the animals strays very far
from the camp, and the more adventurous among them are
prevented from roaming too far by fastening a pole across
the neck. This tends to catch in the branches of bushes and
trees, and so retards movement. The teams are harnessed
to the sledges, and the tribe sets out towards the Tundra for
a day's hunting. Even where there is no snow the sledge is
still used. The old men, women, and children who are left
behind busy themselves with such tasks as collecting and
chopping wood, scraping pelts, and sewing skins together.
They are the tailors for the tribe. There are also many clever
smiths who are skilled in the working of copper and iron.
They fashion excellent knife blades, ornaments, cooking
utensils, and so on.
In the evening the members of each family sit together
around the fire in their tent, taking their meal and smoking
pipes. There is usually a copper kettle on the fire, while
around the tent are piles of skins, hay, quilts, clothing, etc.
Many of these tribes spend the winter in crude c wigwams/
constructed in the same way as the tent, the only difference